The suggestion conveyed in his words vexed Marion, because it struck an unexpected echo in her own mind. She had trusted Jack implicitly till within a moment of her coming to meet Dr. Brandreth ; she had felt sure that she understood all that was in his heart; she had assumed that only his weakness had hitherto restrained the expression of remorse and re-awakening tenderness and long-delayed loyalty ; yet now when she had been forced to analyse the relation in which they stood to each other she felt no assurance that he had any real affection for her. The unavowed doubt made her colder than ever to the doctor.
" You assume things too hastily," she said. " Everyone is not so direct in utterance as you."
''You are very determined to take my forlorn hope away from me," he answered.
" There is no question of hope," she said firmly. "My being bound or free will not affect you." "I cannot admit that.
The month which was to elapse before you gave your final decision is only half over ; till it is past I will not despair. I 
